GURNET POINT LIGHTHOUSE

Duxbury Rural & Historical Society’s

Sarah Wingate Taylor Fall Lecture Series
presents

““The Gurnet Lighthouse:
Was Hannah Thomas the

99
Keeper?

a presentation by educator and historian

Ellen Shockro

A lighthouse has stood majestically at the tip of the Gurnet
since 1710. Ellen Shockro began researching lighthouses
built before the American Revolution and became
fascinated with the Gurnet Lighthouse and the story of
Hannah Thomas. She will speak to us on the mysteries she
has solved and bring to life a piece of local history.

Thursday, October 23, 1997

Presentation to be held at:

The Ellison Center for the Arts

Refreshments at 7:30 p.m.

Lecture at 8:00 p.m.
A Donation of $5 is Suggested







Gurnet Point Lighthouse and Hannah Thomas: List of Attached
Documents

Information: All of these are numbered for your reference. Most of the documents werce found either at
Massachusetts Historical Society in Boston, where they have the John Thomas papers, or at the
Massachusetts State Archives, also in Boston, where most public records are deposited, either on
microfilm or actually kept there, as I have explained.

For anyone who wishes to write, email, fax, or speak with me, here are the appropriate numbers:

Ellen Shockro, Ph.D. Fax is 714 675-0794; email is “eshockro@aol.com”;.
P .0. Box 3369 Phone is 714 673-3850.
Newport Beach, CA 92659
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Page from chapter in Women Who Kept the Lights, by Clifford and Clifford, 1993.

Agreement to build lighthouse on land provided by the John and Hannah Thomas and John Thomas,
Nov. 23", 1768.

Note from John to Hannah, spring 1775, when he is at Roxbury camp in Boston, referring to onc John
Soul who is keeping the Gurnet.

Letter to General John Thomas, who had announced he was going to resign his commission, from
General George Washington, dated July 23", 1775,

Letter from John to Hannah, March 8%, 1776.

Letter from Hannah to John, March 12, 1776.

Will of John Thomas, written May 31*, 1776, while he lay dying in Quebec in Canada, of small pox,
and he actually died on June 2", 1776.

Will of Hannah Thomas, recorded July 5, 1819, she died on April 1, 1819.

Resolve of Massachusetts State Assembly, confirmed by the Senate, accepting Hannah Thomas’
Memorial which explained why the Lighthouse and the lands at the Gurnet belonged to her and her
heirs, and repealing a resolve that had been passed on 2" July 1783 assigning it to another. This is
dated February 25%, 1785.

Draft of Resolve, later adopted, written by Artemus Ward, Speaker and affirmed by Samuel Phillips,
President of the Senate, in which amount Hannah Thomas, officially responsible for the keeper, is

crossed out (onc hundred twenty) and changed to eighty pounds.



Il. Hannah Thomas at Gurnet Point Light,

Massachusetts, 1776-1786

What is actually known about Hannah Thomas could be
related in a sentence or two because the records are SO scanty.
Her story can only be fleshad out by reciting the history of her

time and what is known about her lighthouse.

The first lighthouse at Curnet Point was erected in 1768,
The structure was 30 feet long, 15 feet wide, and 20 feet high,
with a lantern on each end containing two lamps in each, the
first American “twin lights.” The lanterns, which protected the
lamps against the weather, were constructed of heavy wooden
frames holding small, thick panes of glass. These twin lanterns,
were easily distinguishable from nearby Barnstable Light, and

In Hannah's era the lighthouse keeper’s job was 3 seven-
day-a-week responsibility. The wo lamps in each lantern at
Gurnet Point had 1o be lit and kep! burning every night of the

The lamps byrned whale oil, which gave off a large amount
of smoke and soot, dimming the light and hazing over the glass
around the lantern, Hannah had 1o replenish the oil in the lamps

two or three times during the night, trim the wicks

the glass clean. Ay dawn, she extinguished the
cleaned them.

» and wipe

lamps and

The American colonists were very dependent on the sea,
not only for traveling from place to place, but for fish to eat and

for fransporting supplies and manufactured goods along the
Coast and 1o and from Europe, Ship captaing had such a dire

Women Who Kept the Lights
by M.o/ry- Lovise and T, Candaco
{ ¢

Clizod 1992,
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